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INTBODUCTION 


This report indicates the percentages which exports, imports and 
domestic disappearance represented of the total production of the main 


agricultural products of Canada for the period 1935 to 1959, The figures 
in the study are grouped into five-year periods in order to simplify the 
presentation and to even out some of the extremes resulting from year-to 
year fluctuations in the size of the crop and utilization of carryover 
stocks, particularly grains, Only imports of agricultural products of a 
kind grown in Canada are considered in the study, Vegetables, other than 
potatoes and field roots, are not included in the specified agricultural 
products tables due to difficulties of computation but they are included 
in the aggregate. 


Method of Calculation 


The calculations were made on a value rather than a quantity basis, 
in order that figures for all products could be added, The farm price 
was used for every conmodity and for calculating the value of production, 
exports, imports and domestic disappearance; Seeds and milk products 
were computed on a quantity basis because no farm price was available for 
seeds and the value of milk products was already inciuded in milk. 


Crop years were used for most products, namely, august-—July for grains; 
July-June for fruits, potatoes and honey; Aprii-March for maple products; 
October-September for tobacco; and January—Deccmber for livestock, Carry- 
over stocks were taken into consideration except for fruits and some 
minor products, 


As far as possible exports and imports of semi and fully manufactured 
agricultural products were converted to the raw equivalent for inclusion 
in the calculations. 


In calculating the average percentage that exports and imports re- 
presented of all commodities the value of grains, roots, forage crops and 
milk fed to livestock and the value of seed used were deducted from the 
total value of production to avoid duplication, A similar correction was 
necessary for the calculation of domestic disappearance when calculated 
for all commodities combined. 


All basic statistics used in the bulletin were provided by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
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TRENDS 


General 


The value of exports in relation to production, with the exception 
of the war period, shows a moderate decline over the 25 year period 
(Table 1). The ratio of imports to domestic production for farm products 
has never been high, averaging about five per cent. The value of the 
production used in Canada in relation to total agricultural output re- 
mained fairly close to 70 per cent during the period 1935-54, since then 
however, the rapid growth in population combined with other froces in 
Canada has led to an increase in domestic consumption and the 1955-59 
average was almost 80 per cent. 


In Chart 1 the value of annual production, exports, imports and 
domestic disappearance as a percentage of the previous year is shown, 
This Chart illustrates the relative stability of total agriculture 
production in Canada and the decline in the annual variation of exports. 
It also indicates the recent stability in total imports and the growth 
in domestic consumption, 


Exports (Table 2) 


On a commodity basis, exports vary considerably, both among pro- 
ducts and from period to period. Considering the five-year averages, 
exports of wheat as a percentage of production vary from 55 to 71 per 
cent. Ona year to year basis the variation is greater due to fluctuations 
in production. The proprotion of rye and flaxseed has trended upward, 
whereas exports ofoats have been most erratic. 


In the case of the livestock group, exports of hogs, including the 
live equivalent of pork products, have declined significantly. 
Exports of milk products, (converted to milk equivalent) have followed 
a similar pattern. There has been larger changes among individual 
dairy products. Exports of cheese have gone down while those of the 
milk powders have gone up considerably. 


Exports of apples which amounted to about half the crop before 
the war now amounts to less than one-fifth of the total. 


Imports (Table 3) 


Imports of agricultural products into Canada in relation to pro- 
duction are significant for only a few commodities, namely, corn, flax- 
seed, soybeans, wool and fruits other than apples. Imports of flaxseed 
have decreased sharply, with the large increase in domestic production in 
recent years. Corn imports appear to have stabilized at about one-third 
of domestic production. On the other hand, soybean imports have increased 
greatly. Imports of livestock and animal products are for the most part 
small in relation to production except for wool which has risen from 334 
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per cmt of domestic production in 1935-39 to 631 per cent in 1955-59. 
Imports of sheep and lambs have gone up and for poultry there has been 
a shift from a small net export to an import basis. 


Canada imports considerable quantities of directly competitive fruits 
and vegetables, a large proportion entering the market during the off- 
season for domestic production, Imports of tobacco are relatively small 
and have remained fairly stable since 1945. There has been a threefold 
increase in the importation of honey since 1950-54. This reflects the 
growing demand for this product in Canada. 


Domestic Disappearance (Table 4) 


The greater portion of most Canadian farm products is utilized 
domestically; wheat, flaxseed, clover seeds and whole milk powder being 
the major exceptions. For livestock products particularly, the pro- 
portion of production used in Canada has been rising both as a result 
of population increase and some shift in consumption pattems. 


Five-year moving averages of the value of production, domestic dis. 
appearance, exports and imports of agricultural products are illustrated 
in Chart 2. It may be seen that the gap between production and domestic 
disappearance remained relatively constant until 1945-49. widened during 
1948-55, and has since narrowed; Exports rose sharply from an average 
194 million dollars in 1937-42 to a peak of 770 million dollars in 1948-53, 
declining to 594 million dollars in 1953-58 and has since risen slowly. 
Imports, over the whole period, have shown a steady upward trend, 


Farm Value of Products (Table 5) 


This table lists the five-year average current value of production 
for each commodity. 
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Table 1.-- Total Value of Exports, Imports and Domestic Disappearance 
of Agricultural Production as Percentage of 
Total Value of Production, Canada 
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: : Domestic 
:_—«xExports ; _ imports : disappearance®/ 


- per cent - 
Sy 3-7 oe 32 5 72 
19LO-1LOLA 39 4 68 
1945-1949 Ad in 66 
1950-1954 ae 5 66 
LoL 7D 7 ee 6 78 


a/ Domestic disappearance plus exports minus imports does not equal 
1cC per cent of production because of the influence of year to 
year changes in stocks, 
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Chart l- Value of Domestic Disappearance, Imports, Exports and 
Production as a Percentage of the Previous Year 


[a Gratiot ae Os Pama ta ues 


Per cent 


| alias 
i eee OR ee Cs la, Beate aaa de ae 


erator) 


i 
1936-37 
1935-36 


7 . 
—— - 
Cara ive 


URES meet ee aren pane ee 


ime ee se 


se 


: : 
Les 7 
o 


So ro 
pe ree ie 


fe 4 


aay Rane! PE Is 
2a | —aie ¢ — im 


eee 


7 v2 Ty 
ry 


ia 


Teed 


ve o 


Ae es 


Table 2.- Exports as Percentage of Production Specified 
Agricultural Products 


ie ae WL Na tint a 
£939 ath 4 Mil p: pie 1958 
- per cent - 

Wheat 61 yal 68 55 65 
Oats ik 13 7 13 3 
Barley 17 15 48 : 30 30 
Rye 26 Le 62 Bi 67 
Flaxseed 3 42 20 47 65 
Corn 238/ 7 2 2 2 
Peas (dry) 1 9 30 25 28 
Beans (dry) 26 25 19 24, 10 
Buckwheat 2 O 0) Loe mek 
Hay and clover A 1 1 a a 
Soybeans Neae - - i pe) 
Clover seeds ene 33 78 ve 58 
Grass seeds 19 pel 46 53 53 
Potatoes 4 6 13 wi 4 
Field roots 3 10 10 ae ir, 
Cattle 14 12 el 19 LS 
Calves 4 | ae te a 
Hogs 26 36 PAN 6 6 
Sheep and lambs y 5 i 2 y) 
Wool — AL 30 LY 45 50 
All poultry 2 2 6 a 0 
Beggs i ee a2 3 s 
ilk " 10 6 3 Z 

Butter & ul 1 O ah 

Cheese 66 70 58 26 14 

Evap. whole milk 24 22 20 i) 2 

Wh. milk powder 26 2 39 70 82 

Sk. milk powder 2 2 Sis 20 26 
Apples 50 24 25 18 16 
Other fruits 8 3 3 10 5 
Honey 13 4 6) 2 2 
Maple products 25 25 zy 43 48 
Tobacco ou 1G 15 24 ae 


a/ Includes re-exports of corn. 
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Table 3.- Imports as Percentage of Production Specified 
Agricultural Products 


¢ 1935- : I1940- : 1945- : 1950- ; 1955- 
: 1939 : 1944 H 1949 ; 1954 Pie 9 
- per cent - 

Wheat ub 6) @) @) O 
Oats a O 0 @) 0) 
Barley 0) O O O O 
Rye 0 0 4 6) O 
Flaxseed fer O O 4 i 
Corn 180 39 62 35 34 
Peas (dry) . 6 6 18 6 
Beans (dry) 5 3 h th HB 
Buckwheat 6) 6) ~ 6) O 
Hay and clover _ - - - - 
Soybeans neae 3h BES) 120 kg, 
Clover seeds 7 2 3 10 6 
Grass seeds 24 23 Je 18 ie 
Potatoes al a k 5 6 
Field roots - - - ~ - 
Cattle 4 2 af 5 5 
Calves - ~ - - - 
Hogs al 0 O ae 6) 
Sheep and lambs th 2 ) Ww 50 
Wool 334 541 615 $35 6431 
All poultry - - ) 2 4 
Eggs O O at Ns 
Milk ) O i. ii af 

Butter O O nf iE 6) 

Cheese de O Bs 10 Aan 

Evap. whole milk - = - ~ ~ 

Wh. milk powder S) a 0 QO fe) 

Sk. milk powder - ~ - 2 2 
Apples 4 2 4 f; 9 
Other fruits 106 105 ale Th 108 
Honey uf 2 5 5 16 
Maple products ) ) O @) O 
Tobacco 5 As 2 xt at 
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Specified Agricultural Products 
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Table 4.- 
eS sb, 

Wheat oe, 
Oats oi 
Barley 83 
Rye fs 
Flaxseed 163 
Corn eT 
Peas (dry) 108 
Beans (dry) 17 
Buckwheat 98 
Hav and clover 99 
Sor beans Nyae 
Clever seets 36 
Grass seeds 105 
Potatoes rae 
Field roots 96 
Cattle 90 
Calves 96 
Hogs a 
Sheep and lambs 100 
Wool 393 
All poultry 97 
Eggs LOO 
Milk 93 

Butter 98 

Cheese 33 

Evap. whole milk fie 

whe milk powder 8h 

Sk. milk powder 96 
Apples D4 
Other fruits 198 
Honey 88 
Maple products tb) 
Tobacco 8h 


19L40- 
s I9hL 


40 
86 


1945- 1950- 
Seen), Weer 
- per cent - 
40 28 
96 85 
94, D9 
37 34, 
ie 60 
157 Bip 
76 ie 
85 90 
100 87 
oe 29 
e19 ZL 
25 Se) 
12 65 
oE 98 
90 88 
79 86 
72 99 
(by, a2 
87 103 
667 890 
92 101 
80 77 
Fh, 98 
100 79 
43 8h 
80 ao 
63 30 
66 80 
78 89 
17h 165 
105 103 
73 yi 
86 fate 


Domestic Disappearance as Fercentage of Production 
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Table 5,— Average Farm Value of Production d 


"3 «1935— ¢ 19K0- : I945- : 1950- + 1955- 
are eer ee ee me 195) t 1959 


~ million dollars - 


Wheat 2h 352 say) 790 578 
Oats 106 195 219 29k 266 
Barley 36 95 133 230 189 
Rye uk i 24 ao y) 
Flaxseed 2 21 S¥i yon 61 
Corn h 9 14 30 36 
Peas (dry) 2 3 4 2 3 
Beans (dry) 2 3 5 5 L 
Buckwheat 5 L 4 L fl 
Tame Hay 125 189 “Lei 282 298 
Soybeans ~ a 3 bail de 
Potatoes 35 56 72 78 76 
Field Roots 13 14 3 9 8 
Cattle 56 116 298 Shh 504 
Calves 16 2h 42 Lg 66 
Hogs 80 218 278 BOG 297 
Sheep and lambs 8 9 15 12 ne 

Wool Zz L 4 4 3 
Al}. poultry 30 53 83 145 148 
legs 43 9 132 141 13D 
Milk L42 252 420 460 539 
Apples os ih 21 18 15 
Other fruits 7 13 22 24 24 
Honey 3 4 6 5 5 
Vaple products 3 5 8 10 10 


Tobacco 15 20 45 62 78 
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